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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle  of  1954 
gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  20,020.  This  figure 
represents  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of  980 
on  the  1939  figure. 

The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  in  the  District  , 
has  been  assessed  as  follows  : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

...  4,700 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

...  3,489 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

...  1,661 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward . 

...  957 

Byers  Green  Ward  . 

...  1,592 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

...  7,621 

Total  Population  ... 

...  20,020 

Area 

The  District  covers,  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages  of 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington,  with  an 
acreage  of : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

.  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

.  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

. 1,349 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  ... 

. 1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,115 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 2,699 

Total  Acreage 

. 7,494 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according 
to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1954,  was  6,030  (65  new  houses 
built  principally  by  Council  Building  Programme,  less  39  houses  vacated 
under  Clearance  Orders  and  Demolition  Orders). 

Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  according  to  the  Rating  Officer 
is  £84,299  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  £315  12s.  2d. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1954  WITH  COMPARISONS 
OF  THE  PRE-WAR  AND  POST-WAR  PERIODS. 


Births  1954 

Live  Births : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

...  162 

174 

3361 

L 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

6 

12J 

^  17.38 

Still  Births  : — 

168 

Male 

180 

Female 

348 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

4 

•  «  • 

5 

9^ 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

I 

y  0.45 

4 

5 

j 

9 

1 

For  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the  three  previous 
years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the  War  : — 


Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  pop. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

1936 

271 

18 

17.50 

1.17 

1937 

318 

16 

17.20 

0.86 

1938 

319 

9 

16.50 

0.46 

1951 

365 

17 

18.49 

0.86 

1952 

383 

12 

19.15 

0.60 

1953 

355 

12 

17.70 

0.40 

Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  given  for  comparative 


purposes  : — 


Spennymoor  England  and 
District.  Wales. 


Births 
Still  Births 


17.38  15.2 

0.45  0.36 


•  •  • 
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Deaths  1954 


Male.  Female.  Total.  Rate. 

Deaths  ...  ...  126  88  214  10.69 

Infant  Mortality  2  6  8  22.99  per  1,000  Births. 

Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for  comparison. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1951 

1952 

1953 


Deaths 

193 

Infant  Mortality 

21 

Deaths 

236 

Infant  Mortality 

24 

Deaths 

239 

Infant  Mortality 

19 

Deaths 

252 

Infant  Mortality 

14 

Deaths 

215 

Infant  Mortality 

14 

Deaths 

213 

Infant  Mortality 

7 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

53  55  55 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

55  55  55 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

55  55  55 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

55  55  55 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

55  55  55 

deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

55  55  55 


12.16  per  1,000  pop. 
77.50  per  1,000  Births. 

12.80  per  1,000  pop. 
75.47  per  1,000  Births. 

12.30  per  1,000  pop. 
53.03  per  1,000  Births. 

12.77  per  1,000  pop. 
38.36  per  1,000  Births. 

10.75  per  1,000  pop. 
36.55  per  1,000  Births. 

10.62  per  1,000  pop. 
19.72  per  1,000  Births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 


All  Causes  .  126 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system  .  1 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  infection  .  2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus .  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  — 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  25 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  18 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  2 

Other  heart  disease  .  22 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  .  ...  4 

Bronchitis  .  4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum .  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Females 

88 

2 


5 
1 

6 
6 

1 

14 

7 

2 

13 

6 

3 

5 

2 

1 
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Males. 

Females 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

2 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

2 

2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

Heart  diseases  and  those  of  the  nervous 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

system  account  for  51% 

Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


-5 

-15  -25 

-50 

-75 

75- 

Total  all 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

ages. 

Males 

5 

—  2 

10 

61 

48 

126 

Females  ... 

7 

—  — 

12 

44 

25 

88 

214 


TUBERCULOSIS  1954 


The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 


Males 

Females 


Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary. 

91  20 

71  25 


162  45 

The  above  figures  represent  an  increase  of  five  cases  on  the  previous 
year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  1.45%  of  the 
cases  on  the  register,  this  being  1.03%  below  last  year’s  figure. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  repre¬ 
sents  1.03%  of  the  population,  this  being  .02%  above  last  year’s  figure. 

Mass  Radiography 

Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  District  from  19th  July  to  the 
21st  July,  1954.  A  general  increase  in  the  interest  of  the  male  population 
is  noted  in  the  results  of  this  visit,  also  organised  groups  have  continued 
to  support  the  authorities  concerned. 

463  Males  and  491  Females  attended  the  Unit  for  examination 
the  total  number  of  films  taken  represents  4.97%  of  the  population  and 
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the  abnormalities  revealed  were  1  active  and  6  inactive  tuberculosis 
cases,  together  with  34  cases  of  non-tuberculous  conditions. 

The  percentage  of  total  number  of  films  taken  in  the  County 
District  was  5.17%  compared  with  the  above  4.97%  in  the  Spennymoor 


District. 

SUMMARY 

OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Under 

25  years 

Age  Group. 

1  yr.  1- 

3-  5- 

10-  15-  &over. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

—  2 

5  3 

—  1  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Non-Pulmonary 

—  —  1 

Pulmonary  . 

—  — 

1  1 

—  2  9 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

—  — 

1  — 

1  _  _ 

Females 

Pulmonary  . 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Non-Pulmonary 

—  — 

—  — 

—  2  1 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


DURING 

Disease. 

THE 

YEAR 

Cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

•  •  * 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

•  •  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

42 

Paralytic  . 

...  — 

Non-Paralytic 

. . .  — 

Measles . 

49 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

16 

Dysentery  . 

. . .  — 

Smallpox . 

. . .  — 

Acute  Encephalitis 

. . .  — 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

. . .  — 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

Erysipelas . 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

. . .  — 

Chicken  Pox  . 

61 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Scabies  . 

f  •  f 

«  •  t  f  f  t 

2 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  TUBERCULOSIS)  during  1954 
MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 


15 


16 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year,  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  The  responsibility  for  immunisation 
arrangements  for  children,  rests  with  the  County  Council. 

During  the  year,  in  conjunction  with  the  Durham  County  Coimcil, 
Immunisation  Forms  were  issued  through  the  schools  and  approxi¬ 
mately  half  the  number  of  children  accepted.  The  programme  arranged 
with  the  Local  Practitioners,  operated  smoothly — all  schools  concerned 
were  visited  within  a  fortnight,  and  approximately  1,565  children 
received  primary  or  booster  doses.  Second  treatments  were  admini¬ 
stered  after  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  immunisation  work  relating  to  this  area  for  the  year  under 
review : — 

Age  0-4  years.  Age  5-14  years, 
inclusive.  inclusive. 

Total  number  of  children 
immunised  during  1954  ...  197  645 

In  addition  837  reinforcing  injections  have  been  administered  to 
children  in  the  Area. 


Scabies 

Two  cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  and  were  successfully  treated 
by  the  notifying  Medical  Practitioner. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  the  admini¬ 
stration  of  an  Ambulance  Service,  covering  the  whole  of  the  County, 
with  the  exception  of  County  Boroughs.  The  arrangements  so  far  as 
this  District  is  concerned,  appear  to  work  smoothly  and  no  complaints 
of  delay  and  missed  calls  were  received  during  the  year. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  1954. 

Owing  to  the  unexpected  and  very  regrettable  death  of  our  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  S.  V.  Tinsley,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  as  a 
successor  has  not  yet  been  appointed,  I  have  preceded  this  Report,  on 
your  instructions,  with  summaries  of  the  Vital  Statistics  usually  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report.  This  is  done  in  order  to 
preserve  the  continuity  of  these  statistics. 


Housing 

Although  the  Council’s  building  activities  were  maintained  during 
the  year,  little  headway  has  been  made  in  reducing  the  total  number  of 
Housing  Applicants.  In  addition  to  the  60  new  houses  erected,  a  small 
number  of  vacancies  of  existing  houses  took  place  and  these  were 
allocated  to  Slum  Clearance  tenants  and  applicants  on  the  Waiting 
Lists,  preference  being  shown  to  applicants  without  homes  of  their  own. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  called  for 
reports  from  all  local  authorities  as  to  their  Slum  Clearance  and 
Rehousing  requirements.  Work  is  proceeding  on  the  preparation  of 
this  report. 

Confirmation  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  of  131  properties 
in  the  Byers  Green  Clearance  Area  was  received  during  the  year  and  a 
commencement  was  made  in  the  rehousing  of  these  tenants.  The  work 
of  reinspection  of  the  90  properties,  comprised  in  the  two  remaining 
George  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  which  were  scheduled  by 
the  Council  in  1939,  but  not  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  before  the 
outbreak  of  War,  was  commenced  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

47  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as  Individually  Unfit 
properties  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  Closing 
and  Demolition  Orders  being  made.  Closing  Orders  were  determined 
on  two  blocks  of  back-to-back  properties  situate  in  Hume  Street  and 
Half  Moon  Lane,  Low  Spennymoor,  these  properties  being  recon¬ 
ditioned  and  made  into  through  houses.  Similar  action  is  under 
consideration  for  six  back-to-back  properties  in  Edward  Street,  Spenny¬ 
moor  ;  two  at  Kirk  Merrington  and  six  in  Durham  Street,  Middlestone 
Moor. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council  under  section  26  (1)  of  the 
above  Act  between  30th  August,  1954  (the  date  of  commencement  of  the  Act)  and 

31st  December,  1954. 
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Further  blocks  of  these  small  back-to-back  properties  in  Durham 
Road,  Spennymoor,  and  Attwood  Terrace,  Tudhoe  Colliery,  remain  to 
be  dealt  with  under  Housing  procedure. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  received  from  tenants  dur¬ 
ing  the  four  months  this  Act  commenced  operation,  shown  on  page  18. 

The  small  number  of  such  applications  is  apparently  due  to  a  general 
reluctance  of  owners  and  tenants  to  risk  being  involved  in  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Few  landlords  were  apparently  satisfied  that  their  properties 
had  been  maintained  at  the  requisite  standard,  mainly  due  to  the 
general  shortage  of  skilled  property  repairers. 

Housing 

The  Council  Housing  Waiting  Lists  have  been  repointed  during 
the  year,  and  it  was  found  the  number  of  new  applications  received, 
still  exceeds  the  number  of  houses  allocated.  A  slightly  increased 
number  of  two-bedroomed  tenants  were  rehoused,  with  a  consequent 
reduction  in  the  number  of  sub-tenants  offered  accommodation. 

Slum  Clearance  work  was  continued  in  the  Byers  Green  Ward 
when  Ministry  approval  was  received  to  the  demolition  of  131  properties 
forming  four  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  in  the  Village.  Work  is 
already  proceeding  in  the  clearance  of  part  of  one  of  these  areas  for 
further  Council  rebuilding. 

A  further  47  houses  situate  in  various  parts  of  the  District  have 
been  dealt  with  as  Individually  Unfit  properties. 

Public  Health  Acts 

We  continued  to  use  the  provisions  of  these  Acts,  to  secure  the 
completion  of  property  repairs,  in  preference  to  the  powers  provided 
in  the  Housing  Acts — the  Council  preferring  the  legal  formalities  of  the 
Pubhc  Health  Acts  in  difficult  cases,  rather  than  the  financial  obhgations 
imposed  in  undertaking  works  in  default  of  owners. 

I  regret  to  report  it  has  been  necessary  to  obtain  the  Council’s 
authority  to  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  for  the  remedy  of  structural 
defects,  upon  an  increasing  number  of  occasions  this  year.  Our  aim  has 
always  been  to  secure  the  completion  of  structural  repairs  by  personal 
visits  to  owners  and  informal  letters,  rather  than  having  recourse  to 
statutory  action.  The  increasing  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  co¬ 
operation  of  owners  in  carrying  out  this  work,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  a 
large  extent  due  to  increasing  costs  of  property  repairs  and  difficulties 
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in  obtaining  the  necessary  labour  for  this  particular  branch  of  the 
.  Building  Industry.  We  have  on  many  occasions  sought  the  services  of 
property  repairers  to  carry  out  work  for  owners. 

Public  Cleansing 

Difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  maintaining  weekly  refuse 
collections  due  to  absences  of  staff  through  illness  ;  with  a  small  staff 
it  is  not  possible  to  keep  any  reserve  of  relief  drivers  or  cartmen  and  I 
have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  standard  of  Cleansing  has  been 
maintained  with  the  active  co-operation  of  the  staff  in  clearing  vacant 
sections,  by  overtime  working. 

Salvage  collections  have  again  shown  a  reduction,  also  the  return 
from  the  sale  of  this  material  has  reduced.  The  frequency  of  our  salvage 
collections  to  business  premises  has  been  maintained  and  various 
economies  have  been  made  in  the  service  to  reduce  the  costs  to  the 
minimum. 

t 

Privy  Conversions 

The  clearance  of  approximately  1,200  ashclosets  from  the  central 
part  of  the  District  has  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  a 
commencement  has  been  made  with  similar  conversions  in  the  outlying 
Villages  of  Middlestone  Moor  and  Byers  Green.  These  villages  will  be 
wholly  converted  to  the  “  Water  Carriage  System  ”  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  Clearance  Type  properties,  and  in  certain 
instances,  the  absence  of  adequate  sewers  prevents  conversion,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  Todhills. 

Further  Conversion  Schemes  are  contemplated  in  the  Low 
Spennymoor  and  Kirk  Merrington  Wards,  during  the  coming  year. 
It  is  expected  the  Urban  District  will  be  converted  to  the  “  Water 
Carriage  System  ”  by  the  end  of  1956,  with  the  exception  of  properties 
where  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  contemplated. 

*  *  * 

May  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  work  of  my 
Department ;  to  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  co¬ 
operation  ■;  to  the  Office  Staff  for  dealing  with  increasing  work ;  and 
to  the  Foreman  and  members  of  the  Cleansing  Staff,  my  thanks  for  the 
satisfactory  completion  of  heavy  and  often  unpleasant  work. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Officer. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department,  during  the  Year,  1954. 


1 .  General  Summary. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served. 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Legal 
Proceed¬ 
ings  and 
General 
Remarks. 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . . . 

852 

159 

54 

141 

3 — work 

Overcrowding  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

carried  out 
after  pro¬ 
ceedings 
taken. 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

Insufficient 

Defective 

141 

7 

123 

105 

Drainage 

507 

494 

— 

494 

Water  Supply  ... 

22 

5 

— 

5 

Food  Premises  . . . 

22 

3 

1 

4 

Shops  Act 

32 

— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses  : 
Public  ... 

— 

Private... 

671 

15 

7 

24 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 
Offensive  Trades 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and 
Workplaces 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of 
Animals... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Insanitary  Ashpits 
and  Receptacles 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

_ 

6 

— 

6 

Smoke  Nuisances 

6 

2 

— 

1 

Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949 

410 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  .  36 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  .  802 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  . 4,822 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  . 1,516 

Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  .  47 
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2.  Water,  Food  and  Drugs  Number 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  .  23 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  — 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  .  — 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food  — 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  6 

Samples  found  adulterated  .  ...  — 

3.  Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  — 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease .  27 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  .  — 

4.  General 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  .  65 

Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  the  year  ...  65 

Infestation  of  Premises 

During  the  year,  46  dwellinghouses  were  treated  for  vermin  by 
the  Council  Staff  at  the  request  of  the  occupiers,  and  many  occupiers 
were  advised  on  the  remedial  measures  to  take,  to  keep  their  premises 
clear  of  various  types  of  insects. 

Close  co-operation  was  continued  with  the  occupiers  of  food  shops 
and  slaughterhouses,  in  the  treatment  of  store  rooms  and  preparation 
rooms,  to  reduce  fly  infestation. 

Successful  treatments  were  also  carried  out  in  three  properties 
infested  with  the  Golden  Spider  Beetle. 

Rodent  Control 

Mr.  J.  W.  Greaves,  the  Councifs  part-time  Rodent  Operator, 
has  continued  very  effective  work  during  the  Year.  An  increasing 
number  of  dwellinghouse  infestations  have  been  treated  and  a  small 
number  of  “  Block  ”  control  surveys  have  also  been  carried  out.  No 
major  infestations  have  been  noted  and  we  have  obtained  the  full 
co-operation  of  the  occupiers  of  all  affected  properties. 

The  Council  refuse  tips  have  been  regularly  treated  by  Mr. 
Greaves,  and  in  addition,  Mr.  A.  Ward,  the  Bulldozer  Driver,  has  been 
trained  in  Rodent  Control.  As  he  is  employed  almost  wholly  on  the 
refuse  tips,  these  sites  have  been  kept  clear  of  vermin. 

The  Councifs  active  Slum  Clearance  and  Privy  Conversion  pro¬ 
grammes  will  clear  a  ready  source  of  food  for  rats,  by  the  removal  of 
ashcloset  receptacles. 


MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  COUNCIL  STAFF 
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schemes  carried  out . 
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Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection,  Transport  and  Handling 

The  year  under  review  has  marked  the  return  to  pre-war  slaughter¬ 
ing  arrangements.  On  1st  July,  the  Ministry  of  Food  relinquished  all 
responsibility  for  centralised  slaughtering.  The  onus  of  seeing  that 
adequate  slaughtering  facilities  were  available  after  the  Appointed  Day, 
was  placed  on  local 'authorities  by  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  of  1954, 
which  repealed  and  amended  certain  sections  in  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act 
1938.  Great  activity  was  necessary  to  have  these  arrangements  in 
operation,  and  the  Council’s  primary  object  to  arrange  concentrated 
slaughtering  by  all  the  local  butchers,  in  one  central  premises,  had  to  be 
abandoned,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  premises. 

Fifteen  applications  for  the  renewal  of  private  slaughterhouse 
licences  were  received  and  seven  of  these  were  refused,  and  in  addition, 
the  establishment  of  a  new  slaughterhouse  was  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  The  premises  were  adapted  from  a  former  piggery  at  Low 
House  Farm,  Middlestone  Moor,  into  a  large  slaughterhouse.  The 
sharing  of  slaughtering  facilities  by  various  butchers  has,  on  the  whole, 
operated  satisfactorily,  after  the  initial  enthusiasm  to  slaughter,  them¬ 
selves,  had  worn  off.  Several  of  our  butchers  have  found  it  more 
convenient  and  cheaper  to  buy  “  Off  the  Hook.”  The  occupier  of  the 
new  Middlestone  Moor  Slaughterhouse  is  providing  these  facilities 
and  the  throughput  of  carcases  is  steadily  increasing,  from  these 
premises. 

The  endeavour  of  your  Sanitary  Staff  to  examine  every  carcase 
slaughtered  in  the  District,  has  resulted  in  considerable  extra  work, 
and  other  equally  important  duties  are  not  receiving  the  attention  they 
deserve,  and,  in  addition,  increasing  calls  are  being  made  on  the  spare 
time  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  practice  of  Sunday  slaughter¬ 
ing  has  necessitated  similar  working  by  Mr.  Blenkinsop  and  myself. 

The  number  of  types  of  food  premises  established  in  the  District 
are  summarised  herewith  : — 

Food  Premises  (Registration) 

Grocers  .  58  Confectioners  .  18 

Bakehouses  .  6  Cafes  .  4 

Butchers  .  20  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  3 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  Section 

14  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  .  37 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  under  Section 

1 4  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  .  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  under  the 
Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  .  48 
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Food  Inspections,  Visits  and  Sampling. 

During  the  year,  many  visits  were  made  to  various  types  of  food 
premises,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  almost  without  exception, 
the  staffs  of  these  premises,  appreciate  clean  methods  of  food  handling. 

Six  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  of  this  number  five  were 
placed  in  the  highest  group.  Grade  1,  and  one  in  Grade  3.  Twenty- 
three  water  samples  were  also  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion. 


The  removal  of  food  rationing  restrictions,  is,  no  doubt,  responsible 
for  the  greatly  reduced  quantities  of  tinned  foods  submitted  by  retailers, 
for  inspection  and  possible  condemnation. 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

All  material  is  conveyed  under  supervision  to  a  Council  Refuse 
Tip  and  buried,  or  where  possible,  it  is  disposed  of  by  issuing  for 
animal  feeding  and  rendering  down  for  its  fat  content. 


List  of  articles  condemned 
stocks  of  food  for  sale  : — 

221.  lbs.  Cooked  Ham. 

131  lbs.  Tomatoes. 

71  lbs.  Peas. 

41  lbs.  Cake. 

40  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

40  lbs.  Plums. 

36  lbs.  Peaches. 

36  lbs.  Bacon. 

24  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat. 

23  lbs.  Beans. 

22  lbs.  Stewed  Steak. 

20  lbs.  Tongue. 


and  taken  from  retailers’  current 

15  lbs.  Apricots. 

13  lbs.  Pears. 

12  lbs.  Cherries. 

12  lbs.  Pressed  Beef. 

12  lbs.  Jam. 

10  lbs.  Black  Pudding. 

9  lbs.  Sausage. 

7  lbs.  Cheese. 

109  tins  of  Milk. 

17  cwts.  Bananas. 

10  cwts.  Potatoes. 

168  tins  Miscellaneous 
foodstuffs. 
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Carcases  and  Oflfal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


[  Cattle 
Excl. 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ...  ...  ; . . 

509 

67 

9 

1,035 

948 

— 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . 

509 

67 

9 

1,035 

948 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

122 

12 

— 

12 

10 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

24.16 

/o 

17.91 

/o 

— 

1.16 

0/ 

/o 

1.05 

% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

24 

9 

— 

— 

17 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis... 

4.91 

/o 

14.92 

% 

— 

— 

1.79 

/o 

Amount  of  Carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned — 4,507  lbs. 


Clean  Food  Propaganda 

Only  one  application  for  Certificate  of  Membership  of  the  Clean 
Food  Guild  was  received  during  the  year.  There  appears  to  be  a 
reluctance  by  shopkeepers  to  proclaim  their  adherence  to  Clean  Food 
Handling  by  the  display  of  the  Council  Certificate  of  Registration. 
The  methods  employed,  are  mainly  satisfactory,  although  greater  care 
could  be  shown  in  the  protection  of  food  exposed  in  some  shops,  to 
possible  fly  and  other  contamination.  The  greater  employment  of 
cellophane  for  such  articles,  is  encouraged,  also  the  pre-packing  of 
many  articles  in  attractive  cartons. 
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Water  Supply 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  is  the  responsible  body  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  this  District,  and  this  Council  is  a  constituent 
member.  Apart  from  isolated  properties,  every  house  has  a  piped 
water  supply  within  its  walls. 

The  water  available  for  this  District  is  obtained  from  upland 
gathering  grounds.  It  is  adequate  in  quantity  and  bacteriologically  of  a 
high  standard.  A  small  number  of  properties  in  the  Windlestone  area 
are  supplied  by  privately  owned  mains,  from  Water  Board  bulk  supplies. 
These  mains  are  corroded  and  the  supply  inadequate.  Improvements 
to  this  supply  should  result  from  the  proposed  connection  to  a  new 
Water  Board  trunk  main,  shortly  to  be  laid  in  the  adjoining  district. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

With  the  exception  of  Todhills  and  certain  isolated  properties, 
the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  sewered  :  although  cesspools  of 
various  capacities  are  used  for  the  North  Close  and  various  other 
properties.  Regular  and  efficient  emptying  of  these  cesspools  is  carried 
out  by  an  equipped  machine,  operated  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department 

Sewage  Disposal  works  owned .  by  the  Council,  are  situate  at 
Tudhoe  and  Byers  Green,  which  deal  with  almost  the  whole  of  the 
available  sewage.  The  Village  of  Kirk  Merrington  discharges  sewage 
to  a  Pumping  Station  situate  in  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District, 
and  it  is  pumped  for  treatment  at  their  Binchester  works. 

The  large  schemes  of  ashcloset  conversions  carried  out  by  the 
Council,  do  not  appear  to  have  caused  any  difficulties  in  Sewage 
Disposal.  More  than  2,200  of  these  receptacles  have  been  removed 
since  the  War. 

The  general  condition  of  the  existing  drains  of  dwelling  houses 
where  these  conversions  have  been  carried  out,  was  found  to  be  poor. 
Large  pipes  with  few  bends  and  inferior  jointing,  were  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception.  Many  defects  were  therefore  rectified  during  the 
progress  of  this  work  and  should  result  in  a  reduction  of  the  large 
number  of  choked  drains  this  Department  is  called  on  to  rectify  each 
year. 

The  disconnection  of  the  sewage  of  the  growing  Middlestone 
Moor  area  from  the  Town  System,  by  a  new  outfall  sewer  which  is 
proposed,  should  materially  affect  the  occasional  storm  water  flooding 
experienced  in  certain  lower  situated  properties. 
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Public  Cleansing 

The  District  is  divided  for  cleansing  purposes  into  four  lorry 
sections,  five  carting  sections  and  a  small  section  in  Byers  Green,  v^hich 
is  cleansed  by  a  hired  cart.  The  remainder  of  the  vehicles  are  owned 
by  the  Council  and  operated  by  direct  labour.  Weekly  collections  from 
all  receptacles  are  the  rule,  with  certain  isolated  exceptions  which  are 
cleansed  less  frequently. 

The  weight  and  bulk  of  this  refuse  is  considerable,  due  to  the 
inclusion  with  the  ashes  of  the  stone  removed  by  the  householders 
from  the  concessionary  coal,  supplied  to  mining  population.  The 
largest  individual  stone  removed  with  the  house  refuse  from  this  source 
weighed  128  lbs. 

Facilities  are  not  available  to  weigh  all  refuse  before  disposal,  the 
gross  weight  is  calculated  on  check  weighings  taken  of  all  vehicles  on  a 
seasonal  basis. 

The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed  to  tips  by  the  Council 
vehicles  during  the  Year,  as  calculated  from  these  weighings  is  : — 

4,838  lorry  loads,  with  a  weight  of  refuse  ...  10,342  tons. 

5,298  cart  loads,  with  a  weight  of  refuse  ...  3,788  tons. 

729  hired  cart  loads,  with  a  weight  of  refuse  . . .  526  tons. 


Estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  removed 


14,656  tons. 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  into  tips  situate  at  Tudhoe  Colliery ;  The 
Dene,  Spennymoor  ;  Scurr’s  Tip  and  Byers  Green.  Controlled  methods 
of  tipping  are  in  operation  at  the  three  main  tips.  The  work  being 
performed  by  a  small  angledozer,  which  is  transported  between  the 
sites  on  a  low  loading  trailer. 

The  effective  consolidation  of  the  refuse  by  the  angledozer,  has 
also  eliminated  fires  which  previously  proved  a  serious  and  expensive 
disposal  problem. 

The  receptacles  serving  property  in  the  District,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  consisted  of : — 

4,822  dustbins,  of  a  standard  capacity  of  2J  cubic  feet.,  also 
1,516  ashclosets  and  47  ashpits. 

The  following  particulars  as  to  costs  have  been  included  in  the 
Cleansing  Costing  Returns,  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government : — 

After  deducting  the  gross  income  from  the  sales  of  salvage  and 
trade  refuse,  from  the  gross  expenditure,  the  net  costs  of  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  and  disposal  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 
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Net  cost  of  Refuse  Collection . 

£ 

10,018 

Net  cost  of  Refuse  Disposal  . 

174 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  population 

10,192 

Collection... 

500 

Disposal  ... 

9 

509 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  premises 

Collection . 

1,580 

Disposal  ... 

27 

1,610 


Salvage  collections  and  income  from  this  source  are  again  reduced, 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  lack  of  interest  by  the  Public.  Large 
quantities  of  paper  are  now  disfiguring  the  surfaces  of  our  refuse  tips 
and  increasing  our  disposal  problems.  Salvage  collection  arrangements 
have  not  been  relaxed,  all  refuse  collection  vehicle  personnel  collect 
any  salvage  from  householders,  and  in  addition  a  lorry  is  wholly 
employed  on  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage  collections  from  business 
premises. 

The  Staff  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme  was  discontinued  during  the 
year,  but  the  Council  still  makes  a  small  contribution  to  school  sports 
funds  for  salvage  received  from  the  schools.  The  total  pa5mients  made 
under  this  scheme,  to  the  schools,  amounted  to  £54  9s.  3d.  during  the 
year. 


No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  disposing  of  our  supplies  of 
baled  waste  paper  and  tins.  The  low  price  of  £6  10s.  Od.  per  ton  for  the 
paper  operated  for  most  of  the  year,  with  an  increase  of  10/-  per  ton 
during  the  last  two  months.  The  prices  obtained  for  flattened  tins 
varied  during  the  year  from  50/-  to  90/-  per  ton,  and  arrangements 
were  made  in  November  to  consign  unflattened  tins  at  a  reduced  price — 
thus  saving  the  cost  of  flattening.  The  financial  returns  from  the 
handling  of  tins  is  not  great,  but  their  removal  from  the  refuse  as 
salvage  reduces  refuse  disposal  difficulties  at  the  tips,  as  better  con¬ 
solidation  is  obtained,  less  tyre  damage  and  reduced  harbourage  for 
rats. 
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Details  of  materials  sold  are  as  follows  : — 

Tons  Cwts. 


Waste  Paper  and  Fibreboard...  96  13J 
Tin  Scrap  .  6  llj 


Total 

103 

5 

Monthly  Salvage  Income 

Month. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

January  ... 

40 

1 

2 

February 

45 

0 

3 

March  . 

91 

4 

11 

April  . 

35 

15 

0 

May  . 

39 

1 

8 

June  . 

82 

19 

2 

July  . 

38 

7 

0 

August  . 

41 

13 

8 

September 

60 

19 

8 

October . 

91 

4 

5 

November 

47 

5 

0 

December 

51 

8 

6 

£665 

0 

5 

Waste  paper  sales  contributed  £639  10s.  5d.  of  this  amount. 
The  total  income  for  the  year  from  salvage  sales  was  82%  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year’s  income. 

The  Refuse  Tip  Angledozer  has  been  hired  out  on  private  work, 
with  an  income  from  this  source  of  £7  8s.  6d. 


Housing 

The  Council’s  pre-war  and  post-war  housing  programmes  are 
summarised  below  for  information  and  comparison  : — 

Period  1935-36  : 

Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit  Property. 

The  Council  dealt  with  ...  .  175  houses. 

Period  1937-39  : 

Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit  Property. 

The  Council  dealt  with  .  557  houses. 
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Period  1945-54 : 

Tenants  removed  during  this  period  from 
property  ‘  scheduled  under  Sections  1 1 
and  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  182  houses. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

(i)  Byers  Green  131  Houses. 

A  Ministry  Inquiry  was  held  in  June  into  the  Council’s  application 
for  the  confirmation  of  these  Orders,  which  were  later  confirmed,  with 
small  modifications. 

(ii)  George  Street  No.  3.  91  Houses. 

A  commencement  has  been  made  on  the  re-inspection  of  this  area 
which  was  the  subject  to  a  Ministry  Inquiry  in  1939.  Final  confirma¬ 
tion  was  not  received  before  the  outbreak  of  War.  The  work  has, 
therefore,  to  be  again  undertaken  and  resubmitted  for  confirmation. 

The  Council  has  in  the  interim  period,  purchased  any  properties 
offered  in  this  Clearance  Area  and  a  commencement  has  been  made  on 
the  demolition  of  these  houses,  when  vacated.  The  clearance  of  this 
property  situate  immediately  off  the  High  Street,  will  allow  for  the 
completion  of  the  housing  estate,  which  occupies  ground  of  former 
properties  in  three  clearance  areas. 


The  Provision  of  New  Houses 

Period  1936-38 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected. . .  280  houses. 

Urban  District  Council  erected  .  66  houses. 


Period  1945-54. 


The  Urban  District  Council  has  erected,  during  the  post-war 
period,  the  following  houses  : — 


St.  Paul’s  Gardens 

Park  Estate  . 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 

George  Street  . 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate 
York  Hill  Estate  ... 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate 

Wood  Vue 

Byers  Green  Estate 


66  houses. 


188 

33 

72 

33 

60 

33 

170 

33 

102 

33 

50 

33 

54 

33 

42 

33 

804 


33 
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The  immediate  building  programme  of  the  Council  is  summarised 
as  follows  : — 

Tudhoe  Grange  Site  16  houses. 

Middlestone  Moor  Site  600  houses. \  Approximate 
George  Street  Site  40  houses./  figures  only. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  work  commenced  on  two  con¬ 
tracts  of  49  houses  and  flats,  and  51  houses,  as  a  first  instalment  of  the 
New  Middlestone  Moor  Estate.  Work  has  not  yet  commenced  on  the 
proposed  new  outfall  sewer  connecting  this  area  with  the  sewage  works. 
This  sewer  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  development  of  this 
housing  estate. 

Housing  Applications 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  applications  remaining  on  the 
Council’s  Waiting  Lists  increased  to  1,095,  and  summarised  as  follows  : 


2-bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  228 

2- bedroomed  Tenants  .  390 

3- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  6 

3- bedroomed  Tenants  .  182 

4- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  2 

4-bedroomed  Tenants  .  57 

Bungalows  (aged  people)  .  182 

Outside  District  Applications  ...  48 


Total  .  1,095 


The  List  comprises  applicants  living  and/or  regularly  working  in 
the  District.  Other  applicants  not  resident  or  working  in  the  Urban 
District  are  placed  in  a  separate  list. 

The  number  of  families  allocated  new  and  vacated  Council  and 
North  Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  during  the  year,  classed 


as  follows  in  the  waiting  lists  : — 

2-bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  2 

2- bedroomed  Tenants  .  43 

3- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  ...  ...  3 

3- bedroomed  Tenants  .  16 

4- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  ...  ...  — 

4-bedroomed  Tenants  .  — 

Bungalows  (aged  people)  .  11 

Key  Workers  ...  .  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  76 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

No  complaints  as  to  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  received  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  to  premises 
registered  under  Part  I  of  this  Act,  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Factories  without  Power 
Factories  with  Power  . . . 


•  •  • 
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